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This SOP should be used in conjunction with relevant machinery manuals and manufacturer recommendations.
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HAND PROTECTION MUST BE WORN

COMPULSORY PPE AS NEEDED PPE

EYE PROTECTION

OPERATIONAL SAFETY CHECKS

PRE-OPERATIONAL SAFETY CHECKS
1. If the cistern is new (i.e., has never been used) clean out all dirt resulting from building

the cistern.

2. If the cistern has been in use and is holding water, drain out all the water and remove all

sediment.

3. Using a brush or broom, scrub the inside of the cistern (floor and walls) with 50ml (1/4

cup) of 5% chlorine bleach mixed in 45 litres (10 gallons) of water.

4. Run concentrated bleach solution through the system (pipes and taps) and then close the

system and allow the solution to remain in the system for 8 hours.

DO NOT use this tool unless appropriately instructed in its safe use and operation and
permission to operate has been given.



HOUSEKEEPING

POTENTIAL HAZARDS

SPECIAL NOTE

Editor Name

Hose down the inside of the cistern with potable water and run potable water through the entire
system until you no longer smell bleach. This is important to prevent corrosion of pipes.
Drain the cistern.

Corrosian

Batch Treatment for Cisterns 

If cistern water does not meet water quality standards required for its type and use, treat the cistern and, if possible,

identify and correct the source of contamination. To treat a cistern:

1. Add 40 mL of 5% chlorine bleach per 1000 L of water in cistern (or 5 – 6 oz per 1000 gallons).

2. Thoroughly mix the water.

3. Re-test the water.

If the cistern holds surface water collected from a roof or other catchment system, this batch treatment cannot be relied

on to keep the water potable. Permanent water treatment devices such as a UV system or chlorine injector may be

considered.

Signed




